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CJM Connection

by Fatema Medhat 

After being incarcerated for 10 years, Claudis Hagens was released in June 2018 and
returned home to St. Louis where he was a resident at the St. Louis Transition 
Center (TCSTL). Mr. Hagens was living at the Transition Center for about a year. 
During his stay at TCSTL, he was able to gain access to employment opportunities, 
substance abuse treatment, and mental health services. Mr. Hagens eventually was 
able to gain full-time employment as a warehouse worker at a local factory. He 
completed every step of his transition but was still struggling to secure stable 
housing. That is when he was referred to Criminal Justice Ministry (CJM) by his 
brother. 
 
Mr. Hagens’ brother suggested that he should call CJM to inquire about housing 
opportunities. At first, Mr. Hagens spoke to one of the case managers about CJM’s 
housing programs in which he was referred to Danelle Douthit-CJM’s Reentry 
Services Coordinator, to find out if he would be qualified for rental assistance. Mr. 
Hagens qualified for the program and was promised that if he found an apartment, 
he would receive help to secure it. With funding from the Affordable Housing 
Commission, CJM was able to provide Mr. Hagens with first month’s rent and a 
deposit on a place he can call his own. 
 
When Mr. Hagens was asked what his life looks like now, he answered by saying, 
   
“My life is pretty good. I work at a local factory. I’m a better person now than I 
was back then. I saw that if I continue doing the same stuff, I would end up at the 
same place I was before, so I decided to change.” 
 
Mr. Hagens expressed that he still calls CJM to follow up and let staff know how he 
is doing. He explained that without the support of CJM volunteers, staff, and donors 
he would not have been able to secure his apartment. 
 
He shared that he appreciates everyone who makes CJM’s work possible, stating:  
 
“I’m glad that CJM helped me when I needed help and I hope CJM continues 
helping those who need help after incarceration.”  
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Registration is open for the annual Trivia Night. 
August 25, 7PM. 

 
Join us for a fun evening with you family, friends, or 

colleagues to support a worthy cause. 
 

Click here to RSVP: 
https://www.cjmstlouis.org/cjmevents 

Trivia Night

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
CJM is hosting a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for 
those who support CJM and volunteer their time to 

benefit our clients. 
 

This dinner will be held at St. Vincent DePaul Church, 
 June 20, 5PM. 

 
To RSVP: 

Please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Anna 
Muckerman at annam@cjmstlouis.org 

Cardinals Game
CJM invites you for a free Cardinals game as an 

appreciation gift for all you do for CJM. 
 

This is the perfect opportunity to meet with other 
CJM stakeholders – staff, volunteers, clients and 

donors. 
 

The game will be at the Busch Stadium, 
June 26, Game time: 06:15 PM  

 
Click here to get your free tickets:  

https://www.cjmstlouis.org/cjmevents 
 

https://www.cjmstlouis.org/cjmevents
https://www.cjmstlouis.org/cjmevents
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On April 25, CJM's Third Annual Recognition Dinner event brought 
together over 200 attendees. CJM supporters and friends gathered 
at Moulin Events and Meetings for a night of enjoyment and 
recognition to those who have dedicated their time to support the 
mission of CJM.  
 
We would like to express our sincere thanks for the generous 
support. This event was a huge success! We were able to raise 
more than $120,000 towards our overall goal; to improve our 
communities by supporting and empowering those impacted by 
incarceration. 
 
In addition, we were able to raise more than $8,000 on GiveSTL Day 
on May 1, as well as food items for CJM's food pantry on May 16, 
when CJM supporters gathered for a Movie Night at the Moolah 
Theater.  
 
The commitment and generosity of our community continues to 
amaze us. The donations that were raised on April 25, May 1, and 
May 16 will directly fund more programming in our community and 
change the the lives of people in need.  
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Generosity in Action News & Updates 

With the help of several supporters, including Berges Family 
Foundation, CJM recently purchased a building at 4648 
Gravois. This will help dozens of post-incarcerated Veterans and 
other individuals with affordable, rent-controlled housing.
Criminal Justice Ministry received an award from FOCUS St. Louis 
at the 22nd Annual What's Right with the Region for emerging 
initiatives.

Our supporters have continued to help CJM grow and assist more 
clients. CJM also celebrates ongoing criminal justice reform at the 
state level. The following developments will expand CJM's impact:

Attend 
a CJM event and learn more about 

the criminal justice system. 
 

Donate 
money, food or 

in-kind items for clients. 
 
 

Ways to Give
Activate 

a CJM Partnership, the easiest, 
most effective way to  give. 

 
Volunteer 

at the CJM office or a prison/jail. 
 
 

Shop 
using AmazonSmile and designate   

CJM when purchasing items. 
 

OR 
Make a purchase on our website 

store to support CJM clients. 
 
 Click on the "Get Involved" button on CJM's to learn more... 

 
 

Anger Management: 
6 consecutive Thursdays 

9am-12pm 
The next class starts July 18, 2019. 

 
Advance registration is required: To register, visit our website 

at www.cjmstlouis.org or call us at (314) 652-8062. 

FREE Class at CJM 

https://www.givestlday.org/CJM
https://www.cjmstlouis.org/get-involved

