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Right now every one of us has to find our "why".
Why are we practicing social distancing? Perhaps,
to honor our commitment to a safe and healthy
community. Doing our part, as people in our
country have done during any time of crisis over
the years. 
 

For those of us at Criminal Justice Ministry, our
why includes serving justice-involved individuals.
We roll up our sleeves on a daily basis to provide
these individuals with the tools to get on their feet
and transition successfully back into the
community. 

CJM Connection

If you are anything like us, you are drifting between shock, sadness, frustration,
and even awe. How did we get here and when will it end? It seems like we were
celebrating the New Year, the new decade just a short while ago and now many
of us in nonessential occupations are closed inside social distancing and washing
our hands thanks to Coronavirus or COVID - 19. 

Our work, dedication, and the needs of the justice-involved people we serve
continues. We are working remotely, keeping in touch with our housing clients
daily, and checking in with each other electronically. We are still here!
 

Finally, we will continue to follow the city mandates and reassess as needed.
We will continue to monitor the situation, but our plan moving forward is to
reassess remote-working conditions the first week of April and intake for
clients April 15th. Thank you for your continued support! Stay safe, healthy, and
encouraged...this too shall pass!

Thanks to many of you, CJM is still here serving....
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We have postponed our CJM 2020 GALA

originally scheduled for April 23, 2020. We

will inform you of the new date as soon as

we can and look forward to celebrating the

end of this national health crisis with a

GREAT BIG PARTY!
 

In the meantime, we want you to be aware

that GIVE STL DAY is May 7, 2020. We are

rolling out a new campaign entitled MORE

(see a preview of our campaign to the left). 
 

Our work helping justice-involved people

hasn't ended and neither has our need for

your support. We invite you to visit

https://www.givestlday.org/CJM and give.

We appreciate your support especially in

light of our current circumstances. Early

giving starts on April 4. 

"Do you deserve to die in prison because they haven’t

protected you from the coronavirus? We’re talking about

humanity here. If we see each other as human and we believe

in redemption and justice, fairness and mercy, aren’t these

people as equally deserving of protection from a pandemic as

any of us on the streets? When I go into prisons, I work with

many who have committed crimes from 14-16 years old, but I

always tell them what Bryan Stevenson has said, which is, your

worst act does not define who you are as a human being. You

are much more than that." 

GALA Postponed, 
Need for support continues
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Are you part of the CJM Pen Pal team?
 

If so, we have worked

out a process to enable you to

continue writing and receiving letters.

However, the process will be a bit

slower. Keep writing! If you have

questions, email Myra Vandersall at

myravandersall@gmail.com.

Final Thoughts

Excerpt from Deadline Q & A with Scott Budnick, 

Founder of Anti-Recidivism Coalition

For the complete article, visit: https://deadline.com/2020/03/danger-coronavirus-spread-prisons-producer-prison-
activist-scott-budnick-interview-1202890871/

Please keep those who are incarcerated -along with others in

confined group living environments - in your thoughts and

prayers during this challenging time!


