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CJM Connection

by Fatema Medhat 

Yvonne's Experience with CJM 

After being incarcerated for three and a half years, Yvonne was released in
February 2018 and returned home to St. Louis. Yvonne explained that “when you
first come out of prison, your level of trust in the criminal justice system and the
community is not good, but people over here at CJM helped me regain my trust
in the system.” In March 2018, Yvonne was referred to CJM by her parole officer
for assistance in receiving a bus pass in order to be able to use public
transportation to search for jobs. When she arrived at CJM, she learned that after
securing a job, she would be eligible for work shoes and an additional book of
bus tickets.  
 
Through her visit at CJM she learned that CJM offers assistance to those who
need shelter or rental assistance. Yvonne has breast cancer and is currently
going through treatment, and was struggling to afford her rent because
chemotherapy made it difficult for her to work. Yvonne shared that “the FIRST
Services Department helped me get in contact with the person in charge of
housing… as soon as they received more funding, they contacted me and helped
me with rent.”  
 
When Yvonne was asked what her life looks like now, she answered by saying,
“My life is good. I have been able to keep my apartment and my job, even though
I still have chemotherapy. I’m reunited with my family. I’m living a happy sober life
now. Every day, I look for the little things to keep me happy and fulfilled.”  
 
Yvonne expressed that without CJM, she  
would not have had the resources to grow  
and become the person she is today. She  
expressed that she appreciates staff and  
volunteers for all that they do at CJM  
because they make a difference through  
helping formerly incarcerated individuals  
regain their dignity once they come home.  
She also shared that she appreciates donors, 
 because they are the ones that enable CJM 
 to do such impactful work. Yvonne hopes  
to become a CJM donor one day to give back  
to those in situations similar to hers.  
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New FREE Class At CJM 

Anger Management: 
6 consecutive Thursdays 

9am-12pm 
The next class starts  

January 3, 2019 
 

Advance registration is required: 
To register, visit our website 

at www.cjmstlouis.org 
or call us at (314) 652-8062 

 

Ways To Give
Activate: 

a CJM Partnership, the easiest, 
most effective way to  give 

 
Volunteer: 

at the CJM office or a prison/jail 
 

Attend: 
a CJM event and learn more about 

the criminal justice system 
 

Donate: 
money or in-kind items for clients 

 
Shop: 

using AmazonSmile and designate   
CJM when purchasing items 

 
Click on the "Get Involved" button on 

CJM's website to learn more...
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On November 17th, the FIRST Services Department hosted a
backpack drive. Volunteers and staff gathered at the CJM FIRST
Services office to fill backpacks with donated hygiene items and
welcome home cards that staff will give out to FIRST Services
clients returning home from periods of incarceration.  
 
CJM would like to thank those who attended and donated to the
first of many backpack drives. Our staff is so grateful to have the
support of volunteers who are committed to improving the lives of
justice-involved individuals.  
 
The backpack drive donations will help change the lives of
hundreds of CJM clients.   If you would like to contribute to CJM’s
mission, please stop by our office to donate full-sized hygiene
items and undergarments, or consider visiting our website to
become a monthly supporter of CJM. 
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Backpack Drive CJM Updates 

CJM received funding from the VA to help justice-involved VA
females with housing. The housing program will start admitting
females in January 2019. 

 
Release to Rent: Veterans (R2RV) has received additional funding
from the VA to serve more veterans. Starting in January  2019,
CJM will be admitting another 10 veterans to the housing
program.  

 
Vets 4 Pets now has a shop on the CJM website. All treat sales
made by this program will be used to support veteran programs
at CJM. 

 
CJM now has a resource map for the St. Louis City area for
justice-involved individuals to use in finding more services in their
area; the resources shared with clients are for housing,
employment, mental health, and food.  

 

Our supporters have continued to help CJM grow and help more
clients. The following developments will expand CJM's impact:

Upcoming Events: 

This is a free event for CJM clients, staff, and supporters! 
Join us for a Christmas community dinner party on 
Thursday, December 20 5:00pm to 7:00pm. 
Il Monastero Banquet Center 
3050 Olive Street, St.Louis, MO 
To RSVP, contact Anna at annam@cjmstlouis.org. 

CJM staff will be celebrating the holidays together at a
luncheon on December 21. Staff members will bring a toy to

the lunch for Let's Start, an organization that works with
women and families impacted by incarceration.  

If you would like to contribute a toy to the toy drive, please
drop them off at the CJM office before December 21. 

Staff Holiday Luncheon and Toy DriveChristmas Dinner Party 


